Olfactory discrimination of squirrel monkey mothers by their infants.
Infant squirrel monkeys, 8 to 24 weeks of age, were tested for their ability to discriminate their own mother from another lactating mother by means of olfactory cues, visual cues, or a combination of both. Discrimination by olfactory cues was unequivocal. Addition of static visual cues did not enhance discrimination, and infants showed little evidence of discriminating the mother by means of static visual cues alone. These results suggest that olfaction may be a more significant factor in primate early attachment than has generally been assumed.